266                         LEGEND   OF MADHYAXTIKA,

Madhyantika is a disciple of Ananda, converted and
ordained in the last moments of Ananda's life; he is a
master of 500 disciples, and comes with these from the
Himavat to the place where Ananda is about to pass
away, on a magic isle in the Granges Ananda ordains the
master and his disciples and all immediately attain arhat-
ship; they want to pass away before Ananda, but he gives
the master Buddha's commission for him to go and teach
Buddhism in Kashmi^ and the commission is accepted.
The name given to the master, and also apparently to
his disciples, is explained as meaning Mid-water (iji 7]^),
as if Madhyan-taka (for udaka), because they were ordained
and perfected on an island in the Ganges; it is also
explained by Mid-day (iji 0) as if Madhyan-dina, because
the ordination took place at mid-day. But according to
the "Shan-chien-lu-vibhasha", Buddhaghosha, the "Dipa-
vamsa", and the "MahEvansa", Maddhyantika, called
Majjhantiko the therat lived in the time of Moggala-putta
Tissa, and was sent by that head of the church from
Pataliputra to Kashmir and G-andhara.1 Then there is
a Kashmir Abhidharma treatise in which we have a
dragon called "Fearless" in the country. This dragon
plagues the 500 arhats in their monasteries; the arhats
have no magic powerful enough to drive the dragon away;
a foreign Brother comes who has no skill in magic and
no supernatural powers whatever; by the power of a pure
strict life (sila) he, using only a polite request, rids the
country of the dragon.2 In the Pali versions of Madhyan-
tika's story the name of the dragon is Aravala, the A-lo-
plo-lu of the Chinese translation; in the Sarvata Vinaya
it is Hu-lung, the Hulunta of Bockhill. This dragon
was a wicked spiteful creature sending floods to ruin
crops, according to the Pali accounts, and he is perhaps
the original of the Udyana dragon.

i Shan-chien-lii-vib, eh. 2;  Yinaya,  Vol. iii, p. 315;  Dip. YIH,
1. 4; Hah. ch. XII.
* Abhi-ta-vib, ch. 44.